In January 1882, Professor John Macoun became botanist to the Geological Survey of Canada. It was a significant appointment for both the man and the government agency. Over the past ten years, Macoun had been deeply involved in the debate over the suitability of Western lands for agriculture. 1 Now, at the age of fifty, he was given the chance to fulfill his life-long ambition and devote himself exclusively to the study of natural history. The Survey, for its part, was finally taking steps to uphold its biological duties which had largely been given only passing interest up until this time. Thirty years later, when Macoun retired, the Biological Division boasted the finest collection of Canadian flora and fauna in the country, while its knowledge of these resources was unsurpassed.
Macoun's period of tenure at the GSC coincided with the great reawakening of the imperialist sentiment in Anglo-Canadian relations. Indeed, it has been recently suggested that 'as the concept of a Canadian nation began to take shape in the glow of the British revival of the imperial idea, the worlds of British and Canadian Science ... came together in a number of initiatives, programmes, celebrations and institutions•' 2 The national scientific community of Canada was inspired by the heady ideal of furthering the interests of the British Empire and consequently, the influence of American science was restricted.
Imperial sentiment aside, the experience of John Macoun suggests a somewhat different picture. Although he described himself as a staunch conservative and ardent imperialist and regularly expounded on the virtues of the British connection, Macoun relied almost exclusively on American natural scientists not only to examine and assess his collections but also to direct his field work. The great strides made by the Biological Division during this period were largely the consequence of Macoun's phenomenal collecting efforts and his collaboration with American natural scientists.
Macoun corresponded with a number of American naturalists but the best example of the extent of Canadian-American cooperation is his twenty-five-year professional friendship with the mammalogist, C. Hart Merriam. Chief of the Division of Economic Ornithology and Mammalogy (later Bureau of Biological Survey) in the US Department of Agriculture, Merriam was roughly Macoun's counterpart. Both men, in fact, were * University of Saskatchewan. strikingly similar in personality and character. Dedicated field workers, they were motivated by a strong desire to complete a nationwide survey of their respective countries. They were also stubborn, at times arrogant, individuals who valued their own work above almost everything else, and because they had limited financial and manpower resources at their disposal, they were willing to go to almost any length to see it carried out. 
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In the winter of 1894, Rhoads continued to write Macoun, emphasizing the need to press ahead with the project and warning that Merriam would never return the mammal skins.
It was obvious from Rhoads' letters that he was trying to divert Macoun's specimens away from Merriam. The Professor, nonetheless, had the opportunity to test the validity of Rhoads' accusation. In preparation for that season*s field work, Macoun wanted to examine the skin collections from the previous year in order to become familiar with them. Selwyn, moreover, preferred that Macoun's specimens be returned to the Survey during his absence in the field. Citing these reasons, the botanist asked Merriam on 29 March 1894 to return, within two weeks, all mammal skins belonging to the Survey.
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Five days later, before receiving a reply, he dashed a quick note off to Rhoads, suggesting that he would send him a few specimens that fall.
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Merriam 1 s reply arrived shortly thereafter. In*a brief, tersely-worded letter, he hinted that he was aware of Rhoads 1 behind-the-scene intrigues and that he no longer wanted to examine any more specimens.
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Macoun was thoroughly shaken by the mammalogist's reply; he had been found out. He did his best, however, to put up an innocent front, arguing in a return letter that 'there is no truth in the statements you have heard.
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Merriam did not take issue with the Professor's explanation but seemed satisfied that he had made his point. When he returned the specimens, he tried to repair the friendship by suggesting that he might prepare a special report on Canadian mammals.
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The Professor was greatly relieved and promised to return the mammal skins in the fall. The incident had such an impact on Macoun that two years later he still felt it necessary to assure Merriam that he was the only mammalogist to examine his collections. For the better part of his thirty-year tenure at the GSC, John Macoun was charged with the formidable task of uncovering the animal life of the northern half of the North American continent. Although driven by an untiring energy and infectious enthusiasm, the task was too much for the botanist, let alone any natural scientist, and he was forced to seek assistance from specialists. Turning to the scientific community south of the border, instead of seeking help from across the ocean, was only natural in that Canadian and American scientists shared similar environments and similar species. Their proximity also facilitated the exchange of specimens and related scientific information. Macoun 1 s twenty-five-year professional friendship with C. Hart Merriam of the US Department of Agriculture was only one of several such relationships that he had with American natural scientists.
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In almost every such instance, Macoun fulfilled his duties with the assistance of American naturalists; they not only classified his specimens but advised him where to collect and what to collect. It would appear that in the case of John Macoun 1 s work the influence of American science during this period was much greater than is believed to be the case for Canadian scientific endeavours in general. Macoun's enumeration of Canada's animal wealth may have been inspired by the heady ideals of empire, but it was only with American assistance that his wide and varied collections received the attention that they richly deserved.
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